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Pennsylvania, bulging down the middle with its mountains, is a sharply divided state; Philadelphia in the seaboard orbit, is at one extreme end as everybody know.s, and Pittsburgh, close to the Middle West, is at the other, with Harrisburg in between. I asked Senator Edward Martin, when he was governor, how Harrisburg happened to become the capital; he answered amiably, "Darned if I know," and then suggested that, in prerailway days, canals usually determined the sites of cities. Soft coal is at one end of the state, anthracite at the other;'steel is in the Pittsburgh area, and textiles in Philadelphia, though Philadelphia has plenty of heavy industry too, for instance the Baldwin locomotive works and the Bttdd Company that makes stainless steel trains. One geographical curiosity is the abutment to Lake Erie. Pennsylvania is not a Switzerland ; it has its own outlet to an inland sea.
However markedly divided the Keystone State may be geographically, the ideological divisions are not less acute. The gap between conversation at a Main Line dinner party and what you will hear in a bar at Altoona, to say nothing of talk in a miner's yard near Shenandoah, is as broad as the Rubicon. Also political stratifications are various. You cannot say simply, as you can with New York, that the rural areas are Republican and the cities Democratic, and that politics are a struggle between these balanced forces. The commonwealth is much more complex than that.
Pennsylvania is packed with great cities; it has ten metropolitan districts holding more than 100,000 people, like the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre complex and Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton. It is the home not merely of Independence Hall but of two other of the greatest historical sites in the country, Gettysburg and Pittsburgh Point. In Pennsylvania, Lord Halifax went fox hunting, and one great town, Hershey, lives on chocolate, fieethoven once intended to write a symphony, "The Founding of Pennsylvania." It is not merely the state of Benjamin Franklin, but of the Whiskey Rebellion, the Molly Maguire riots, and the Homestead Massacre. The first daily newspaper in America was published in Philadelphia, and the first radio station, KDKA, ever to make regular commercial broadcasts is in Pittsburgh, though others have disputed this claim. Pennsylvania has the Saturday Evening Post, and also one of the outstanding educational institutions of the nation, the International Correspondence Schools at Scranton. In Pennsylvania, you will find fascinating things to eat like scrapple; a strong Finnish underlay in some areas; the home of the Conestoga wagon; the Pennsylvania, one of the best run and operated railways in the world; towns with names like Seven Stars; the site of Washington's first battle (Fort Necessity) ; and politics at their most dissolute. It is the original oil state, and both Army and Navy threatened during World War II to put its capital out of bounds, because the venereal rate was so high there. It is the state of